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When, therefore, the first attempts at a classifica-
tion of languages were made, the problem, as it pre-
sented itself* to scholars such as Guichard and Tho-
massin, was this: * As Hebrew is undoubtedly the
mother of all. languages, how are we to explain the
process by which Hebrew became split into so many
dialects ; and how can these numerous dialects, such
as Greek and Latin, Coptic, Persian, Turkish, be
traced back to their common source, the Hebrew ?

It is astonishing what an amount of real learning
and ingenuity was wasted on this question during
the seventeenth arid eighteenth centuries. It find.s,
perhaps, but one parallel in the laborious calculations
and constructions of early astronomers, who had to
account for the movements of the heavenly bodies,
always taking it for granted that the earth must
be the fixed centre of our planetary systern. ]>ut,
although we know now that the labours of such
scholars as Thomastdn were ami could not be other-
wise than fruitless, it would be a most discouraging
view to take of the progress of the human race, wort1
we to look upon the exertions of eminent men in for-
mer ages, though they may have been in a wrong
direction, as mere vanity arid vexation of spirit. Wr
must not forget that the very fact of the failure of
such men contributed powerfully to a general con-
viction that there must be something wrong in the
problem itself, till at last a bolder genius inverted
the problem and thereby solved it. When books after

AryaB. Even Buddha, who rendered bin Topilaka wordg into doctrine*,
did so by means of the very Miigiidht, and why? Because, by doing HO,
it was cany to acquire their true signification,/